TPT WebSights column draft for September, 2016: 

WebSights features announcements and reviews of select sites of interest to physics teachers. This column is available as a web page at PhysicsEd.BuffaloState.Edu/pubs/WebSights/.

If you have successfully used a physics website that you feel is outstanding and appropriate for WebSights, please email me the URL and describe how you use it to teach or learn physics.  macisadl@buffalostate.edu.

AAPT Committee on Diversity issues Statement on Fisher vs. University of Texas at Austin 
aapt.org/aboutaapt/organization/fishervsUTAustin.cfm
The association’s Committee on Diversity in Physics has issued an 8 page .pdf statement on the Fisher vs, UT Austin containing 29 references.  The statement makes six major affirmations I feel should be of to all physics educators:

1.    racism and sexism exist in physics and physics education;

2.    homogeneity in physics is the byproduct of racism and sexism;

3.    Affirmative Action is an important counter-measure to institutional racism and sexism in physics;

4.    making physics more inclusive and supportive of women and people of color is required for doing excellent physics;

5.    increasing diversity is a matter of justice; and,

6.    women and people of color do not need to justify their presence in physics classrooms.

Another cool new homopolar motor YouTube video 
tinyurl.com/WS-ALfoilmotor
A weakness: I love playing with and analyzing these things.  AA cell, magnets and Al foil surface.  My job is so much fun.

Submitted to OPHUN-L by Anthony Mangiacapre, St Mary’s HS Physics

Cool new and old acoustics videos: Acoustic Propulsion and some works of Alvin Lucier

tinyurl.com/WS-AcousticProp

tinyurl.com/WS-RS-acousticProp
YouTube Alvin Lucier
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alvin_Lucier
Dan Russell has two videos first demonstrating acoustic propulsion and then in a follow-up video measuring the thrust with Christmas tree ball ornaments as Helmholz – like resonators.  Russell includes reference to the textbook “Notes on Acoustics” by Uno Ingard analyzing the effect (directionally shedding a jet of ring vortices).  The RimStar.org YouTube website also shows the effect using plastic soda bottles with exhaust made visible with an incense stick.
A student drew a colleague’s attention to YouTube videos of the works of American experimental music composer Alvin Lucier, particularly  “I am Sitting in a Room” (1969) and “Long Thin Wire” (1977).  “Room” features the artist initially recording a vocal statement “I am sitting in a room…” then playing the recording back into the room while re-recording the sound and repeating the process.  Each live sound - record generation adds distortion (eventually to unintelligibility) by the acoustical resonances of the room and the recording system (which interestingly accumulate to and process the sound).  What strikes me as particularly cool are recreations of the same activity by students using modern equipment (laptop and Audacity in the shower).  “Wire” uses piano wire, an electromagnet, oscillator and amplifier left running to create feedback on the wire.  If you teach musical acoustics, recreating Lucier’s performances with modern technology is a very cool student project.
Submitted by Stephen Papapanu and David Abbott, SUNY Buffalo State

