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Outline:

· what are electronic mailing lists?

· Vocabulary: subscriber, postings, archives, threads. moderated, list owners, listserv, lurking 

· Community, Scope, 'Asyncronousity'

· The "Big Four Physics" lists: PHYS-L, PHYSHARE, PhysLrnR & TAP-L

· The "New Three" lists: AstroLrnr, AstroEd-L, AP-Physics

· Typical content for PHYS-L: Announcements, queries and discussions; seasonal topics & few regular posters

· Caveats: where to send what, quoting, attachments, e-rage & tone of message, etiquette, save the intro mail, commercial product solicitations, focus & off-topic discussions

· Historical parallels; sociological research (flame software); future directions

· questions, questions, questions
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