
This paper details the experiences of a laboratory worker (supervisor and technologist) in the chemical industry who successfully transitions to a career as a teacher.  It details the steps taken to obtain the necessary education, and also highlights the varied experiences encountered in this process.


There were many difficulties in this transition, including getting into the education program (at Buffalo State College), making up deficient general education classes, and transitioning from the elementary education field to a secondary science (physics) field.  


Also addressed is the process of gaining a science teaching certification based on prior education (and current teaching certification).


These experiences may be somewhat unique to the state of New York, as requirements for teachers can and do vary by state.  (New York is generally very strict in their certification requirements.)


Most of all, this is a personal narrative of a highly rewarding, albeit often frustrating experience in a career transition from industrial chemical worker to secondary science teacher.

