TPT WebSights column draft for December, 2009: 

WebSights features announcements and reviews of select sites of interest to physics teachers.  All sites are copyright by their authors.  This column is available as a web page at http://PhysicsEd.BuffaloState.Edu/pubs/WebSights/.

If you have successfully used a physics website that you feel is outstanding and appropriate for WebSights, please email me the URL and describe how you use it to teach or learn physics.  macisadl@buffalostate.edu.

Happenings and news in Physics and Astronomy: 

Steven Hawing steps down, Michael Green takes up Lucasian Chair at Cambridge

http://physicsworld.com/cws/article/news/40702
Endowed by Henry Lucas in 1663, the most famous academic chair in the world – the Lucasian Professorship of Mathematick at Cambridge University has been held by several illustrious physicists, including Sir Isaac Newton and Paul Dirac.  The post must be vacated when the holder is 67 years old, and Hawking has stepped down to join the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics in Waterloo, Canada.  String theorist Michael Green has taken up the chair.  More history of the Lucasian chair can be found at http://lucasianchair.org
One year anniversary of American Physical Society's Physics News 
http://Physics.aps.org
Email alerts leading to the online free highlights (Viewpoints, Trends and Synopses) published weekly from Physics News are now being distributed to over 20,000 readers free of charge.  Physics News is advertised as a much-needed guide to the best in physics spotlighting exceptional research.

Submitted by Gene D. Sprouse, APS Editor in Chief.

Astronomy Beat -- No Doomsday in 2010, lots of profits for Purveyors of Doom

http://www.astrosociety.org/2012/
Astronomy Beat #32 by David Morrison presents a discussion and debunking about conflations of a pair of folk beliefs in the fable of Nobiru, and the end of the Mayan calendar long count at winter solstice in 2012.  The newsletter would be great fun were it not for the number of my students who believe you can only balance a spinning egg on the equinoxes, or solstices, or whatever.

Submitted by Andrew Fraknoi, Astronomical Society of the Pacific http://www.astrosociety.org
Some new websites for physics lesson materials and upgrades to favorite 

PL Singapore.com  www.plsingapore.com
The Promised Land (PL) Education Center in Singapore has about two dozen physics and chemistry demonstration videos online.  

Steve Spengler Science http://www.stevespenglerscience.com
I was recently directed to an improved version the classic "cloud in a bottle" physical science demonstration. http://www.stevespanglerscience.com/experiment/00000030 is a very impressive demonstration requiring a little rubbing alcohol, a 2L bottle, a valve stem and rubber stopper and a bicycle pump.  I don't do this demo, because I had only seen faint and erratic variants of this demonstration requiring matches or cigarette smoke, and this is quite superior.  A popular site previously reported in WebSights.

Reported by Joe Zawicki of Buffalo State Earth Science and Science Education.

Malibu vs. Bel Air Collision video by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety

http://www.iihs.org/50th/default.html
As part of their 50 year anniversary celebrations, the IIHS has released a video demonstrating the many improvements in automobile vehicle safety design.  A crash test collision between a 1959 Chevrolet Bel Air and a 2009 Chevrolet Malibu. Besides outraging classic car enthusiasts, the iihs website has wonderful videos, brochures, vehicle ratings, accident frequency data, and advice for young drivers (many of our students).  I also enjoyed the short video about Electronic Stability Control.

Reported by Ed Gruber, of Eastchester HS Physics

The "Megawoosh" Bogus Waterslide Video

http://www.arborsci.com/CoolStuff/New_CoolStuff_Articles/Video_Followup.aspx
(Or Google "megawoosh") 

A widely-reported (over 1.4 million views) internet viral video by German engineer Bruno Kammerl, this faked video purports to show a man in a neoprene suit sliding down what appears to be a multi-story slip-and-slide like plastic carpet on one side of an alpine valley, then flying over a hundred feet through the air to land in a kiddie pool.  An entertaining depiction of projectile motion, this faked video has garnered significant attention in the physics teacher community.  A copy and debunking information are available from both http://snopes.com (a good site for debunking urban legends, strange news stories etc) and from the excellent Arbor Scientific Cool Stuff pages.  The Cool Stuff newsletter archive and online subscription are highly recommended from http://www.arborsci.com/CoolStuff/






