TPT WebSights column draft for May, 2013: 

WebSights features announcements and reviews of select sites of interest to physics teachers. This column is available as a web page at PhysicsEd.BuffaloState.Edu/pubs/WebSights/.

If you have successfully used a physics website that you feel is outstanding and appropriate for WebSights, please email me the URL and describe how you use it to teach or learn physics.  macisadl@buffalostate.edu.
Benjamin Franklin and Electrostatics  by Robert A. Morse

http://www.compadre.org/psrc/Franklin/
Probably the finest historically-based curriculum for teaching electrostatics on the Internet, and originally hosted by Tufts University, now hosted at the ComPADRE Digital Library, this collection of resources focuses on the electrostatic experiments and works of Benjamin Franklin.  Franklin is celebrated for many things, but his scientific work on electricity made major contributions to the progress of the field, and established his reputation as one of the leading intellects of his age.   His popularization of electrostatics experiments amongst educated classes in Europe certainly led to sympathy for and possibly the success of the American Revolution and war of independence.   Electrostatics labs and activities using inexpensive materials are provided in PDF format, along with video clips that demonstrate the construction and use of equipment.

From the AAPT newsletter.
Two new publications from the National Academies Press:
Adapting to a Changing World--Challenges and Opportunities in Undergraduate Physics Education
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=18312

A new preprint report intending …to examine the present status of undergraduate physics education, including the state of physics education research, and, most importantly, to develop a series of recommendations for improving physics education that draws from the knowledge we have about learning and effective teaching.  This report summarizes the committee's response to its statement of task, which requires the committee to produce a report that identifies the goals and challenges facing undergraduate physics education and identifies how best practices for undergraduate physics education can be implemented on a widespread and sustained basis, assess the status of physics education research (PER) and discuss how PER can assist in accomplishing the goal of improving undergraduate physics education best practices and education policy.  Aimed at undergraduate physics educators, department chairs, administrators, funding agencies, researchers and professional societies.
Nuclear Physics: Exploring the Heart of Matter (A new freely-accessible National Academies report)

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13438

The principal goals of the study were to articulate the scientific rationale and objectives of the field and then to take a long-term strategic view of U.S. nuclear science in the global context for setting future directions for the field. Nuclear Physics: Exploring the Heart of Matter provides a long-term assessment of an outlook for nuclear physics.  Topics addressed include a discussion of the premier open scientific questions in nuclear physics, societal applications and benefits, current and future global nuclear science, and long term recommendations.  Of interest to physicists teaching and guiding students interested in nuclear careers.

From the NAP weekly newsletter, and preambles / overviews of the works cited.
Summer Professional Development Activities for Physics Teachers clearing website by PTEC
http://www.ptec.org/pd/
While not comprehensive, this site is the most complete regularly maintained collection of professional development opportunities for physics teachers in the US.  Of particular note are Modeling Physics workshops, Research Experiences for Teachers (RETs), QuarkNet sites, AAPT / PTRA workshops and development events, US Department of Energy Lab and other opportunities for physics teachers.  Improve your physics professional skills by getting involved this summer.

OSA Complementary Optics Tutorials for researchers, professionals, students and faculty

http://www.opticsinfobase.org/aop/journal/aop/tutorials.cfm
The Optical Society of America’s peer-reviewed journal, Advances in Optics and Photonics, publishes free tutorials appropriate for optics researchers and professionals as well as students and faculty. These tutorials seem to be intended for graduate students and above, and feature interactive components, such as animation and video, to enhance the learning experience.

From OSA email






