TPT WebSights column draft for April, 2016: 

WebSights features announcements and reviews of select sites of interest to physics teachers. This column is available as a web page at PhysicsEd.BuffaloState.Edu/pubs/WebSights/.

If you have successfully used a physics website that you feel is outstanding and appropriate for WebSights, please email me the URL and describe how you use it to teach or learn physics.  macisadl@buffalostate.edu.

Gravitational Waves in the News
tinyurl.com/WS-ColbertGravWaves

nytimes.com/2016/02/12/science/ligo-gravitational-waves-black-holes-einstein.html
tinyurl.com/WS-PGgrav

aapt.org/Resources/GravitationalWavesResource.cfm (limited time availability)

LIGO Lab: https://ligo.caltech.edu/ (Observatories: Livingston | Hanford) 

Advanced LIGO: https://advancedligo.mit.edu/
LIGO Scientific Collaboration: ligo.org/
LIGO Partner Experiments and Collaborations: ligo.org/partners.php
theatlantic.com/science/archive/2016/02/all-physics-is-local/462480/
perimeterinstitute.ca/node/98299
tinyurl.com/WS-iopGrav
You know the public interest in physics is unabated when popular Late Show host Stephen Colbert is interviewing Brian Greene and playing with an interferometer in a late night TV show studio.  This is not Greene’s first visit to Colbert’s show, but the Feb announcement of the detection of gravitational waves were as momentous an occasion to the general public as it was to the science community.  I particularly enjoyed Physics Girl’s discussion of the import of the event, and all the usual folk have released popularizations and teaching packages on what is surely the most momentous scientific find of the year -- Gravitational Waves.  

Direct Measurement Videos

serc.carleton.edu/dmvideos/
A colleague recently directed me to a very nice video entitled “Keep In Time” using clapping students to demonstrate the speed of sound in air from the Direct Measurement Video (DMV) site at Carleton.  These videos contain all of the numeric data required for measurements, rulers timers and frame counters / rates directly embedded in the videos for easy access, and the site includes a player that supports multiple frames. DMVs include lessons, guiding questions and worksheets (and a student version of the site).  There are over 100 DVMs at the site, and I understand there are plans to make more.  Kudos to Bohacek, Vonk, Iverson and Kirk.

Submitted by David Abbott, SUNY Buffalo State

Physical Review Special Topics – Physics Education Research becomes Physical Review – Physics Education Research (PRPER)
journals.aps.org/prper/collections/preparing-and-supporting-university-physics-educators 

The recently renamed Physical Review Physics Education Research announced a Focused Collection of articles on Preparing and Supporting University Physics Educators. The collection includes 9 articles and was made possible through the hard work of guest editors Rachel E. Scherr and MacKenzie R. Stetzer. 

Baby Plasma Cutter

arborsci.com/cool/baby-plasma-cutter/

The rather nifty Arbor Scientific Cool Stuff / Little Shop of Physics video on the 4 x 9V battery and pencil graphite on Al foil plasma cutter was shared by a number of submitters.  A cool effect, though the video language is pretty imprecise (see video comments).

Possible Carbon Sequestration Solutions

phys-l.org/archives/2016/2_2016/msg00021.html
A nice collection of available .pdf documents presenting the use of mined and milled minerals (mainly Olivine) spread on the surface to adsorb CO2 as an enormously accelerated geochemical atmospheric carbon sequestration mechanism.  
Posted to PHYS-L by J.S. Denker.
