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Various models for delivering professional development exist in New York State.  Professional programs have been developed under the auspices of STANYS and the Subject Area Representative (SAR) networks, as a loose, collaborative effort between the State Education Department (SED) and various post secondary colleges (mentor networks), as well as through BOCES, Teacher Centers and other supporting organizations.

Nationally, the number of physics alliances has grown substantially over the past several years.  Such programs typically engender grass roots ownership and support.  Programs frequently involve both several local school districts and support from a local college or university.  Resources related to physics alliances may be found at: http://www.physics.rutgers.edu/~lindenf/aps/links.html.

Alliances, such as the Western New York Physics Alliance (http://physicsed.buffalostate.edu/WNYPTA/), offer a broad range of programs and typically address the needs of pre-service, novice and experienced teachers.  Mechanisms for supporting the growth and development of such programs in New York State will be discussed.
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