Western NY Physics Teachers' Alliance Meeting

8:30am-noon Saturday 16April05

SUNY - Buffalo State College 205 Science Bldg

No charge.  All folks interested in physics teaching are welcome.  Refreshments (coffee, cookies) will be served.  A letter certifying attendance for three hours of professional development will be issued to all attendees.  New members are welcome; bring a friend.

Parking, maps and other information available at the WNYPTA web page:

<http://physicsed.buffalostate.edu/WNYPTA/>

Agenda:  

Introductions and announcements of interest to WNY physics/physical science educators.  Job opportunities in particular.

Joe Zawicki, SUNY-BSC: Laboratory Performance Assessment Activities in Physics.  Participants will complete two standard performance assessment activities of the kind that could be adopted for Regents Part D.  A discussion of performance assessment will follow.

Sue Saeli & Dan MacIsaac, SUNY-BSC: Teaching Electricity via Gravitational Analogies.  We will describe the use of extended gravitational analogies for learning electric concepts such as field, voltage, E, and energy.  An in-press TPT manuscript will be available.

Dan MacIsaac, SUNY-BSC: Pinhole and Lens Demonstrations.  A series of demonstrations, including how to make your entire classroom into a giant pinhole camera.

We hope to see all there.  Dan M

