WNYPTA Mtg Mins 9am-noon 25Sep04

See <http://physicsed.buffalostate.edu/WNYPTA/meetings/2004-05/09-25/>

Twenty-five folk in attendance.  Introductions, discussion of schedule lead to revisions as follows:

Sept 25, 2004 - Force & Motion (Beery&MacIsaac)

Oct 23, 2004 - Water Rockets/PhyOlympicsOrg (Henry&Heitzman/Casper)

Nov 20, 2004 - Physics Olympics (Casper/Hiller/Henry)

Dec 11, 2004 - WhiteBoarding & Contributed Activities (MacIsaac/Musilli)

Jan 22, 2005– CANCELLED

Feb 12, 2005 - E&M Launcher/Lab+Demo Share-A-Than (Sampere/Yap/Thompson?)

Mar 19, 2005 - StdPhysInstmts (MacIsaac/Sannes)

Apr 16, 2005 -TBA

May 21, 2005 - Regents Testing

Jun11?, 2005 – TBA

Announced jobs at Cheektowaga Central HS (LT FT Physics sub Nov-April); ECC searching for PT physics instructor, also U Rochester now looking for a Science Educ PT person, see <http://physicsed.buffalostate.edu/WNYPTA/meetings/2004-05/09-25/>.

Event Announcements:

Rustgi lecture – Quantum Hall Effect @UB 5:30pm Fri 1Oct04

NYSS-AAPT @Cornell 2Oct04 on Info Tech <http://www.nyss-aapt.org/> email Dan M for ride

NYSS-APS @Brooklyn 15-16Oct04 on Microworld <http://www.aps.org/units/nyss/index.cfm>

OSA @Rochester12-13Oct04 on Lasers <http://www.osa.org/meetings/annual/>

Force and Motion: Beery led white boarding of a very real, messily complex repeated ball bounce via stacked x, v and a vs t graphs.  The same situation was done with a SONAR ranger, and stacked graphs from the Modeling Physics Curriculum were presented (Cds of that curriculum were distributed to those who requested same).  Randy Knight's workbook activities, force conceptual definition activities by Dewey Dykstra and a U MN Rich Context Problem on traffic lights were also distributed and very briefly discussed.

Mtg next month (23Oct04):  Water rockets with Make-And-Take launchers.  If you have a launcher yourself, bring someone who hasn't.  Material costs will be covered.

Physics Olympics: The idea is to bring student teams of 3-5 students to a physics themes science-olympics-like competition here at BSC Physics.  Three unannounced events and one pre-prepared event; following folk agreed to bring student teams: Nardin, NTonawanda, Depew, TeamSara, TeamJeff, Oakfield-Ala, Amherst, Avon, Aurora, Hamburg, Parker.  

Possible events: paper airplane, egg drop/catch, paper tower, egg bungie, shoot for grade, liter beaker, spaghetti bridge, hot air balloons, hovercraft jousting, chain link tug-of-war, Newton's Laws video games, Fermi Questions, Conceptual Qs.

We need to discuss event scoring and rules, select events and do similar planning, so please reflect on what could be done for 23Oct04 planning purposes.  Dan to find prize funds.  Physics students club to assist.  Ann Casper and Larry Hiller to forward info to list

Ann's announcement follows:

WNYPTA Physics Olympics

November 20, 2004

We are bringing back a favorite event from years past.  Unlike our regular meetings, our November 20 meeting will be for you AND your students.  The Physics Olympics will be a 3-4 hour stress-free, low-stakes competition for teams of 2-4 students.  Schools can bring more than one team.  No preparation is required by the students, but we will let you know what ONE of the events will be at the next meeting of WNYPTA, scheduled for October 23.  Rules for that event will also be sent out via the list serve by October 30.

The activities will be held at the usual WNYPTA venue, Science Building, Buffalo State College, starting in room 213 with registration of teams from 8:30-9:00.  The teams will work through three events, each lasting 30-45 minutes, with prizes fro the winning team(s) of each event and the overall winner.  Pizza and pop will follow the activities.

In order for the event to be successful, we’d appreciate your input on the following.  Please send your responses to Anne Casper at CasperLTCC@aol.com.  Do NOT just respond to this message; please respond directly to Anne.  

1. DO YOU PLAN TO BRING ALONG A TEAM?  Please measure the interest of your students and let Anne know if your school is interested in sending a team.  We will ask for a more formal RSVP by October 30.

2. WOULD YOU VOLUNTEER TO RUN ONE OF THE EVENTS?  You won’t need to do much; just help out running the event and keeping track of the teams.  Again, please respond to Anne if you would like to help out.

3. What would you consider suitable prizes?  Do you have contacts for prize donors?

The success of this event depends on your enthusiasm.  Thanks for all your help!

